Chap.VI]          IDIOPSYCHOLOGICAL ETHICS.                 197

have been readily forgiven. For the setting aside, then, of
such natural types of antipathy or hate, we must wait for
higher springs of action : the love of money has no authority
over them.

Has it any more over the next passion, viz. that of Fear ?
Here again we are concerned only with the feeling so far as it
is a true instinct; i. e. arises from some real evil apparently
impending. When thus kept clear from all illusory com-
plications, Fear is in itself a legitimate motive for self-
protection ; and, in the absence of any higher call, we blame
one who fails to act upon it. If a ship captain, caught in a
fog off a lee shore, neglects, through indolence and love of
ease, to slacken speed and take continuous soundings and
open his steam-whistle, we call him to account for all that
he imperils, and should still condemn him, though nothing
were at stake but his own life. When historians tell us of
the plague-tainted city, in which panic-stricken men and
women herd together to drive away terror by drunken
carouse and ribald song, we are appalled to think of
appealing to so low a pleasure against so august a fear. On
the other hand, when in the same scene the personal dread
is all surmounted, if not forgot, in devotion to the sick,
precautions for the healthy, and ministrations to the dying,
we look with reverence on the sacred calm that can allay
so wild a passion. There are incentives then which have
no right to quench the terror : there are others which may
command it to lie still and be as though it were not.
Against the carousers we take sides with the fear; with the
apostles of mercy we triumph in its conquest. Where then,
between these two extremes, must we place such an inter-
mediate motive as the love of gain ? It is perhaps possible
to put cases which we should naturally answer in opposite
ways. Suppose that an Alpine explorer determines to
attempt a highly perilous ascent; and that, though aware of
Us risks, he is too stingy to incur the expense of two or
three guides; and therefore keeps his counsel and his
money, and goes alone, satisfied either to save his life or